A scanning electron microscopic study of the mesencephalic trigeminal nucleus in duck and rabbit.
The mesencephalic trigeminal nucleus (MTN) cells of both young and adult ducks as well as of rabbits were investigated by scanning electron microscope. The rabbit showed only ovoid unipolar cells, while the duck also presented polyhedral cells. Few of these latter revealed processes originating from their surface and were recognized as multipolar cells. Some differences between the MTN cell surface of young and adult ducks were noticed. Synaptic bulbs were observed on the MTN cells in both duck and rabbit.